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told by all the imperialists that these people are not fit
for liberty and self-government; that it is rebellion for
them to resist our beneficence; that we must send fleets
and armies to kill them if they do it; that we must devise
a government for them and administer it ourselves; that
we may buy them or sell them as we please, and dispose
of their "trade" for our own advantage. What is that
but the policy of Spain to her dependencies? What can
we expect as a consequence of it? Nothing but that it
will bring us where Spain is now.
But then, if it is not right for us to hold these islands
as dependencies, you may ask me whether I think that
we ought to take them into our Union, at least some of
them, and let them help to govern us. Certainly not.
If that question is raised, then the question whether they
are, in our judgment, fit for self-government or not is
in order. The American people, since the Civil War,
have to a great extent lost sight of the fact that this
state of ours, the United States of America, is a con-
federated state of a very peculiar and artificial form.
It is not a state like the states of Europe, with the
exception of Switzerland. The field for dogmatism in our
day is not theology, it is political philosophy. "Sover-
eignty" is the most abstract and metaphysical term in
political philosophy. Nobody can define it. For this
reason it exactly suits the purposes of the curbstone
statesman. He puts into it whatever he wants to get
out of it again, and he has set to work lately to spin out
a proof that the United States is a great imperialistic
state, although the Constitution, which tells us just what
it is and what it is not, is there to prove the contrary.
The thirteen colonies, as we all know, were independent
commonwealths with respect to each other. They had
little sympathy and a great deal of jealousy. They came